St. Comgall’s was awash with sparkle, lights, tinsel and baubles as Christmas Jumpers were the order of
the day to raise some money for school funds. The children had a wonderful time and the school was
truly festive – every child and staff member took part. Great Fun!!
The central picture shows Mrs F. Brown, our Fundraising Group representative, Mr Matthews and some
festive fun Year 7 children. Thank you all for your donations, the fundraising group will let you know how
this money will be used!

Year 5 children, last term, visited Ram’s Island as part of their theme work.
Here’s what some of the children thought.
We went to Ram’s Island for a BBQ. We got there on the Maid of Antrim, it was amazing. We had a great time
and we got to explore the island. On the boat there was a small shop that sold sweets. We saw lots of birds on
Ram’s Island. At the BBQ there were burgers and hot dogs. The BBQ tasted great and you could have tomato
ketchup and a fizzy drink. It was an awesome experience, thanks to all the teachers who organised the trip.
By Rory Mc Lornan & Niamh Connolly

Some lucky children attended German Club with
Miss Gallagher. They had a great time learning a
new language.
Guten tag. Ich heisse Lewan Robinson.
Ich bin zehn jahre alt. Tschuss!

Guten tag. Ich heisse Shania. Ich
bin zehn jahre alt. Auf wiedersehen

Everyone in school dressed in the colours of a
European Flag. They learned words in a different
language and learned about different traditions. A
great day had by everyone.

Round Tower
was a good
place, it was
big and tall
like a pencil
but in fact it
was supposed
to be a tower.
It was very
hard to climb
and pretty
steep
It was very
sharp at the
top and there
is a lot of grass.
By Jude
Storrie

The Round Tower
Today we went to the
Round Tower because
the Round Tower is on
our school crest. It was
hot and it was sunny.
We took photos of us.
It was 28 metres tall.
We saw the witch’s
stone
We walked there. We
counted the windows.
Molly was my partner.
By Oisín Murphy.

Clodagh Robinson, P4A was one of the lucky children chosen
to be a part of the show ‘Tom’s Midnight Garden’
At the show when I was chosen I got to go behind the stage.
I went through a secret hole in the scenery and there was a
ladder so people could climb up the tree. I was a goose in
the show, I had to dress really funny. I had a cap as my
beak and a white poncho as my feathers. The geese had to
dance and sing and it was really funny.

I thought being in Tom’s Midnight Garden was fun. I was an
ice skater. We had to dance around the room. I had to dress
up in olden day clothes. I was really nervous but I enjoyed
being in Tom’s Midnight Garden
By Louise Robinson P.6B

For Tom’s Midnight Garden I was picked to
play Cousin Hubert. We went into Mrs
Hannigan’s room and we were told our lines.
We also had to put on costumes. Once
everybody was ready we went into the hall
and everyone applauded. It was a very
amazing experience and I really enjoyed it.
By Conor Gusterson P.6B

Primary Two Yum Yum Yum Harvest
Assembly
Primary two worked very hard to prepare for their
Yum Yum Yum Harvest Assembly on Friday 17th
October. Every child had a part to play whether it
was a farmer, a reader or even a dancer! In our
assembly we thanked God for all the fruit,
vegetables and bread that we eat by singing songs and saying prayers together. Primary
two had so much fun dressing up as a farmer or as part of our dance for the special
assembly and we hoped everyone enjoyed our performance.

On Friday 14th of November the school had a power down day as part of the Eco
School's 'World Day of Action.' Each class turned off their lights, computers and
interactive boards for one hour in a bid to reduce the amount of energy we use in school
each day.
This was a great lesson for the children and the teachers in how to conserve energy!

On 16th October, Primary 5A and 5B planted daffodils in the
green area at the front of our school. We had to use our shovels, trowels and forks. We worked in groups and it was
a lot of fun.
Mr Mc Shane and Mrs Duffy dug holes for us and then we had to plant five bulbs in each hole. We had to loosen
the soil with our trowels and then cover the bulbs with the rest of the soil. We really enjoyed it and can’t wait for
Spring.
By Aine Mc Cafferty and Harvey Mc Cabe P5A

The Road of Hope charity’s main aim is to provide much needed relief to diverse communities and help
ease suffering in countries such as Bosnia, Croatia, Romania and Africa. Road of Hope operates on a
purely voluntary basis and like other registered charities, relies heavily on the goodwill and support of
local people. All donations gathered go directly to targeted communities. All involved within Road of
Hope are driven by a sense of moral courage coupled with a natural desire to help others.
So far Road of Hope have:




Sent humanitarian aid to Africa
Humanitarian aid to Bosnia, Croatia & Hungary
Monetary donations to Bosnia, Croatia, Romania, Kenya, Tanzania and Zambia

Here at St. Comgall’s we had an amazing response from our pupils and would like to thank you all very
much for your generosity. On Friday 14th November the Road of Hope volunteers arrived at our school to
collect our shoe boxes, they were overwhelmed when they saw our wall of shoeboxes, our pupils collected
349 shoe boxes for the charity. Once again thank you, your kindness will make such a difference to
someone’s life.

Molly McGrogan P7 B said,
“I enjoyed walking over the
bridge, although it was a
little wobbly!”

P7’s and the Exciting Engineers.

I was really excited throughout
the construction of the bridge. I
enjoyed asking for advice from
the engineers when I was trying
to make the cable tighter. Gary
Sloan P.7A

In Primary 7 our first term topic is called ‘Bridges:
from here to there.’
We have been learning about famous bridges from all around the world. It has been really interesting as we have had
opportunities to understand the different types of bridges and their uses. We have studied how they are built and why they
are needed. We have compared designs and found out about the people who make bridges.
People who build bridges are called engineers. The Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE) visited our school on Thursday 16 th October
2014. They helped us to build a suspension bridge. Just like the Brooklyn Bridge in New York.
The bridge was really big. It just fitted into the assembly hall. It was 14 metres long, 1 metre wide and 3 metres tall. We all got
to walk across it once it was constructed.
Tom Poulter P7 B stated, “It was
great to get hands on experience, it
Many of the pupils agreed engineering would be a fun job in the future!
was much more fun than reading it
in a book.”
Arshai Nagavi P.7B liked building the
bridge and said, “It felt good crossing
something that we all worked as a team
to build.”
I enjoyed working with my
classmates during this construction
lesson. I felt part of an engineering
team during the whole construction
period. Della Thomas P.7A

Luke Williamson P7 B
said, “I never realised
women could be
engineers too.”

Rebakah Craig P7 B
said, “It was lots of fun
and we learned loads
of new stuff”

I really liked building the cable stay bridge as
part of a team. When we were working together
we helped each other to problem solve. Aaron
O’Neill P.7A

Carving a pumpkin

Making chocolate covered apples and firework cookies

Dressing up

It was the 23rd October, a Thursday and P6.b were doing a Halloween Assembly for staying safe around fireworks over the
Halloween break. We were doing an onomatopoeic poem, it was called F.I.R.E.W.O.R.K. S.A.F.E.T.Y. nearly everyone was
dressed up in our class. I, myself was dressed up as a mad scientist and my friend Callum was dressed up as a dead
Frankenstein pirate. First we did the P.1s, P.2s, P.3s and the P.4s then second we did P.5s, P.6s and P.7s. It was an amazing
assembly, everyone had lots of fun in our class. Everyone in our school learned how to be safe around fireworks.
By Callum Wilson and Rory McLornan

A Big Congratulations to Eva McSorley, Cara Brennan and Niamh Connolly on
passing their Music Exams. Well done girls and keep practising.

An E- safety presentation by Police Officers Mark and Gary which really helped the
children understand the importance of staying safe online. They presented this information
age appropriately at two of our assemblies. They answered all the children’s questions
and gave them strategies to help keep themselves safe. The children enjoyed the
presentations.
In addition, that night Sargent McCormill took some time with a group of parents and
talked to them about the very real dangers that are posed to our children if their online
usage is not monitored. She talked about a variety of poignant topics and how they
relate to the law. She also outlined the danger posed to children (within the law) if they
misuse technology themselves and the devastating impact this may have on their life!
A very informative presentation. Unfortunately it was not as well attended as we had
hoped but Sargent McCormill is offering to run the session again sometime next term, once
Santa delivers a whole new wave of shiny technological and wifi enabled devices!!

On Monday 17th November we celebrated our annual Anti Bullying Week.
There were a wide range of activities and events planned to help us reinforce our anti-bullying stance
and encourage and give our pupils opportunities to discuss bullying issues and how to deal with them.
The week of activities allowed us to send a clear message that any form of bullying is neither acceptable
nor inevitable in a school community.
A “Blue Day” – on Friday 21st November, pupils were asked to wear something blue to school to mark
Anti Bullying week

My Poem for Anti Bullying Week
Go away bully, just go away,
I don’t want you to play with us today,
If you stop being a bully, come back to play with us,
We won’t even make a fuss.

By Clodagh Robinson P.4A
In P4 we have been
learning about
persuasive writing.
We worked hard to
create an antibullying leaflet that
would persuade
people not to bully,
and also give the
children in our
school good advice
for what to do if
they feel they are
being bullied.

A special assembly performed by P5B that explain to pupils what
bullying is and what to do if they think they are being bullied or
are worried that someone else is being bullied.

In Junior Reception, our topic has been ‘Into the night sky.’ Through
this, we have been discussing the differences between day and night;
looking at sources of light, and
travelling into space!

Experimenting with moon sand!
Blow painting stars with straws

B

Looking at sources of light

Do you like our playdough aliens?
Going for a little sleep in our beds! Night night!

P1 had great fun on their Autumn walk to the Castle Grounds,
collecting leaves, acorns, twigs and conkers! They used them in school for all
sorts of things, such as printing and mark making! P1 can’t wait to see what
changes there will be when they go on their Winter walk! Brrr!

Emails:

Please remember to clearly
label all items of your child’s
school uniform, especially
jumpers, cardigans and coats.

Children coming to
School Early:
Children should not be on the
school grounds before 8.45am
unless they are attending
breakfast club. There is no
supervision for children before
this time.

Would all parents who completed a
form requesting letters and
information to be sent to them by
email, please remember to check
your emails regularly so you will not
miss any important news, letters,
dates and general information.

Absence Letters
If your child is absent from school, please
inform the teacher in writing of the
reason for the absence.

BREAKFAST CLUB: from
8.10am - 8.45am Cost £1.50
Main School Hall.

Tuck and dinner money

Please ensure your child has
the money to pay for tuck and
dinners if they use it. It
becomes very difficult to
manage for our teaching and
canteen staff if money
becomes “owed.” Again, thank
you in anticipation for your
help with this.

Travelling Books
Book Fair
The Travelling Books Book Fair came to St
Comgall’s in October this term.
The school raised
£790.00
Hope everyone enjoyed reading the books they
bought.
Thank you very much for all your support.

Parents are reminded:
Pick up collection point of your child at
home time:
Parents collecting P1 + P2 please collect
your child from the teacher in the
classroom – access through back gate or
pedestrian gate at top of playground.

P3 + P4 children will meet their parents
in the junior playground.
Senior children P5 – P7 will meet
parents in senior playground.
This is to cut down on traffic through the
main school building and promote
safety within the school.

This term the Eco Schools Committee will be
focusing again on the Cash For Clobber
Competition which we previously won two years
ago. The team distributed Cash For Clobber
recycling bags to all the children in the hope they
would fill them with unwanted clothes, towels,
curtains and bed linen. If you require another
bag please contact Mr Henry. To recycle the
bags bring them to the green clothes banks
located at each entrance to the school. The
winning school could receive a cash prize of
£3000 and all the clothes are sent to Africa so it
is a great help to charities.

Parents Dyslexia Support Group
(The group meet on a regular basis, inviting speakers
from notable organisations and support groups to assist
and support all parents of students with dyslexia)

At 7.30pm
In the Sixth Form Centre,
Slemish College,
Larne Road,
Ballymena,
BT42 3HA

Thursday 15 January 2015
Speaker: Barbara Green – Principal of
Beechlawn School, Hillsborough
Thursday 19 March 2015
Speaker: Martina McKillop – Principal of St
Paul’s PS
‘Exam preparation with emphasis on state and school
exams’
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to
contact Clodagh Elloitt, Chairperson of the Parents
Dyslexia Support on 07813948766 or Slemish College’s
SENCO, Mrs Gordon on jgordon551@c2kni.net

Any Passport Forms requiring signature from a
member of staff will now cost a nominal fee of
£5.00, which will go towards school funds.

, PLEASE REMEMBER WHEN CROSSING THE
ROAD ON FOOT, ON A BICYCLE OR A SCOOTER…….
Find the safest place to cross then stop.
Stand on the pavement near the kerb or the edge if there is no kerb.
Give yourself lots of time to have a good look all around.
Make sure you can see if anything is coming and drivers can see you.
Listen carefully because you can sometimes hear traffic before you can see it.
Never cross the road whilst chatting to people, listening to your iPod or talking on your mobile
phone.
BE AWARE EVEN WHEN YOU ARE IN SCHOOL GROUNDS OR CAR PARKS

Now the darker mornings and evenings are here make sure you can be seen
when out and about by wearing fluorescent, reflective clothing or armbands.

Please find below the dates and information relating to the Sacraments our children will be receiving this
year in St Comgall’s. An invite is extended to all of you as parents/guardians to the important meetings
and services, before the actual Sacrament takes place. A reminder will be sent home closer to the time,
however, these dates are now confirmed and you may wish to add them to you diary at this point.

P3

P4

P7

Date
Thur 22 Jan

Information
Confession Meeting – 7pm (Parents Only)

Location

Sat 31 Jan

Enrolment Service for SACRAMENT OF FIRST
PENANCE - P.3A & P.3C - 6.30pm

St Comgall’s
Church

Sun 1 Feb

Enrolment Service for SACRAMENT OF FIRST
PENANCE - P.3B - 12 noon

St Comgall’s
Church

Thur 12 Mar

SACRAMENT OF FIRST PENANCE – 6.30pm

St Comgall’s
Church

Thurs 29 Jan

First Communion Meeting -7pm (Parents only)

St Joseph’s Parish
Centre

Sat 7 Feb

Enrolment Service for SACRAMENT OF FIRST
COMMUNION - P.4A & P.4B - 6.30pm

St Comgall’s
Church

Sun 8 Feb

Enrolment Service for SACRAMENT OF FIRST
COMMUNION - P.4C - 12 noon

St Comgall’s
Church

Sat 6 June

SACRAMENT OF FIRST COMMUNION – 11am

St Comgall’s
Church

Thur 15 Jan

Confirmation meeting - 7pm (Parents only)

St Joseph’s Parish
Centre

Sat 24 Jan

Service of Commitment at 6.30pm – P.7A - Mass
(Children and families.)

Sun 25 Jan

Service of Commitment at 12 noon – P.7B - Mass
(Children and families.)

Fri 27 Feb

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION at 12pm

St Joseph’s Parish
Centre

St Comgall’s
Church
St Comgall’s
Church

St Joseph’s
Church

Sacramental Dates for each year group P.3/P.4/P.7 – Please check our Website – January
and February are busy months
Mid Term Break
Mon 16 February – Friday 20 February (inclusive)
Green Day
Friday 13 March
School Closure Days Monday 16 & Tuesday 17 March
Easter Holidays
Friday 3 April – Friday 10 April (inclusive), School finishes on
Thursday 2 April at 12 noon. Re-opening on Monday 13 April

We went into Ballymena to see it. The
story was about Jack and Jill. It was
more like Jack and Jill went up a hill.
We went to see it because it was our
Christmas trip. We went to see it
yesterday. The characters were Jack’s
Mum, Jack, Jill, Jill’s dad, the big giant
and miss cc the cow. We got there and
back by bus. My partner was Savannah.
I liked the dancing and all the songs.
By Clementine Barwick P.3

We went to see Jack and the beanstalk. It was
really good. We went on Monday 8th December.
It was in Ballymena Braid Centre. The whole
class went to see Jack and the Beanstalk. All the
Primary 3’s went and all the Primary 2’s went
and all the other Schools. We went on the bus.
My partner was Molly! Jack and the Beanstalk
was actually a bit of both, it was the Jack and Jill
nursery rhyme too. My favourite part was at the
end they got married and they lived happily
ever after.
By Aoife Stewart P.3

On Monday 8th December we went to the
Braid Centre to see Jack and the Beanstalk.
My partner was Oisin. There was a cow
called Missie C. She was a cow that loved to
dance. We travelled by bus. All the primary
3’s went and all the primary 2’s went and a
different school came. They went to
BLUNDERBORE’S castle to get all the
valuables back. My favourite part was when
Jack and Jill married.
By Daniel Waring P.3

Please take some time to visit our new school website! There you will find all the
information you need about school. You can meet the classes and learn about the
interesting events happening in school.

Non-uniform and Christmas Party Day will take place on Friday 19th Dec in all
classes – children can bring a small treat and drink to school with them for the
party.

The school will close for the Christmas Break on Monday 22nd December at 12noon for all
pupils. This is a NON uniform day. There will be NO breakfast club, NO break and NO tuck
on this day. THERE WILL BE NO BUSES ON THIS DAY. As normal, additional parking for
collection on this day will be provided in the front playground of the school. *Please
follow the direction of the staff.
School will re-open on Monday 5th January 2015.

