In primary schools, Sustrans have developed more activities to engage and develop the skills of younger
pupils. There Ditch the Stabilisers sessions, which teach children how to cycle independently, have
become one of the most popular activities they offer in schools. Children who cycle to school from a young
age are more likely to sustain this behaviour as they become older. Ditch the
Stabilisers sessions are also a great way to raise awareness of Sustrans.
On Wednesday 21st March Johnny from Sustrans came to school for a day to
take a workshop with a group of P2 children. Parents were invited to take part
in the activity which took place in the school playground during the school day.
The children and parents had a wonderful, if not scary, time and now we have a
few more cyclists confidently cycling around Antrim.

This year World Book Day was celebrated in the classrooms. It was on Thursday 1 st
March 2018. On that day the children were involved in a range of different reading
activities across the school. It was a great day. This year we focussed on books that
promote Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) subjects. Some of our
P.6 children went to visit the children in P.2 and read books with them to celebrate
World Book Day.

Children from Year 6 and 7 travelled to Tír na nÓg to play in
a friendly blitz. These Gaelic football matches allowed
children from neighbouring schools prepare for future
Cumann na mBunscol tournaments.

Being a Peer Mediator is a challenging but exciting job. You need to have three main skills:
listening; to be able to listen carefully to both sides of the story, to find a solution;
understanding; to be able to understand if someone is feeling uncomfortable, and does not
want to speak alongside the other person and patience; to take the time to listen to both sides
of the story and to be patient while the others come to a decision.
What is Peer Mediation?
Peer mediation is a way of solving any problems that arise between a couple, or
a group, without having to bother any teacher or assistant. Peer mediation is
also a way of making better friendships.
Why is Peer Mediation good?
Peer mediation is good for resolving any problems, big or small. If there are any problems,
peer mediation would more than likely solve them, but if peer mediation
does not work, a teacher will then be needed to solve the problem.
My Experience
My experienced of being a peer mediator has been great! I have met lots of
new people and I have solved quite a few problems. At the start, at training,
I was very interested in being a person that children would come to if they were sad or upset.
I go out on the Primary Six playground every Tuesday and Thursday, wearing the peer
mediator bib and I walk around the playground, sometimes with someone else, in the case of
a child feeling sad or upset.
As you have now learned, peer mediation is a challenging job. But, if you want to try out in
Primary Seven, there’s nothing stopping you! Being a peer mediator is a very good thing to
be, so we try and encourage all Primary Sixes to try out!
Remember …. to come to a peer mediator if you or a friend or a group of friends are sad,
upset or uncomfortable. If you and a friend are having an argument, and want to solve it,
come to a peer mediator and we will sort a peer mediation session.
by Rhea Waring P.7A

As part of the Shared Education Programme, our P.7 children took part in
Tag Rugby lessons, led by an Ulster Rugby Coach. They were invited to visit
the Ulster Rugby stadium. A trip was arranged for each P.7 class, together
with a P.7 class from Antrim Primary.
They got a fully guided tour of the Kingspan Stadium and a visit to the Nevin
Spence Centre, which is a museum with rugby interactives and an ipad
workshop.

On 22nd March we had student P.E. teachers come to our school to conduct a dance
day with the P.4 – P.7 children. The aim was to help children work-out and
increase fitness levels by allowing them to learn different style of dancing. There
was a wide variety of dances from Irish to the Haka and Moana. Both children and
teachers had a great day and it was wonderful to see everyone being active and
enjoying the dances they were learning. We would like to thank the student
teachers for coming to our school and creating a fun day for all involved.

Some of the Primary 7 girls have spent the
last few weeks keeping fit in the after school
circuits club. We worked on improving muscle
memory through a variety of different core,
arm and leg exercises. A huge well done to
the girls for their determination every week.

Primary 5 children have just completed five weeks of art club with Mrs Sipa and Mrs
O’Neill. They had lots of fun developing their skills in print making, colour mixing and glass
painting. The children completed their time in art club with a very special project to
celebrate Mary in the month of May. They researched artists who created stained glass
windows and then designed and made their own candle holders. I’m sure you’ll agree they
did a super job; the candle holders are beautiful!

On Tuesday 27th March our P.3 children went on a trip to Belfast Zoo. The trip was organised
as part of their curriculum topic “Jungle Journey”. It turned out to be a really good day and all
the children has lots of fun.

On Tuesday 17th April our P. 7 pupils took part in the Bee Safe Programme. Bee Safe is an
interactive learning experience, which uses role play and real life scenarios to inform
young people how to stay safe and make the right decisions. Scenarios include internet
safety, drug and alcohol awareness, fire safety, inclusion and diversity, home safety,
personal safety and safety on public transport. The Bee Safe Programme is run by Antrim
and Newtownabbey Policing and Community Safety Partnership (PCSP).

Hi, my name is Niamh and I’m in P7A.
I’m also in the 2006 squad at Antrim
Rovers Football Club. My experience
at Antrim Rovers has been
AMAZING! I have made new friends
and I have also learned lots of new
skills, such as working as part of a team. Antrim Rovers motto is ‘Respect all,
Fear none` which is really important, especially when playing against other
teams with bigger players. At the minute I play on a mixed team which is
great, but girls and boys can only play together until they are 13. So next year
Antrim Rovers hope to set up a girls’ only team which I’m really excited about.
If you are a girl born in 2006/2007 why not give it a go. An open training
session will be held on Wednesday 27th June 2018 at Allen Park at 7 pm. For
further information, please contact Mark Gourley on 07809606504. I really
enjoy playing football and if you put the effort in it’s worth it in the end. So I
hope lots of girls come down and give it a go!

For our topic ‘Home Sweet Home’
the Primary 1 children had a
project to complete for homework.
They were asked to design a model
of their house using junk art
materials. Each child made a
fantastic effort and created some
amazing models which included
wallpapered walls, bathrooms and
bedrooms with miniature furniture
and gardens with goal posts.
The children presented these to
the rest of their class at show and
tell. Well done to our Primary 1’s!!

In April our P.2 classes visited Carrickfergus Castle as part of their topic ‘Once upon a time’.
The children were allowed to dress up as kings, queens, princes, princesses, jesters or knights. They
all enjoyed to day out to a real castle.

On Thursday 3rd May and Friday 25th May, our P.1 & P.2 classes went to Antrim Primary school
for a Buddy Up Celebration of their work with their buddies. Our parents joined with the
Antrim Primary parents to watch the children perform at the celebration and were invited to
stay for tea/coffee in the school hall afterwards. It was a beautiful celebration and everyone
enjoyed the performance.

Children were coached by Martin Connolly (Ulster Rugby Coach) for 8
weeks. This led to a Shared Education tournament between St.
Comgall’s PS and Antrim Primary. Over 160 children also visited the
home of Ulster Rugby, the Kingspan Stadium.

When I went to a Judo fun day I met a Judo Olympian, Chloe Vickers. It was a great
experience and it helped improve my Judo talent. It was really amazing what she could do
and it was really, really fun!
By Fayth Sansome P.4C

On Monday 11th June, the St Comgall’s Swimming Team competed in the Primary School Gala
Finals against 18 other schools.
The pupils produced great results in both the individual and team races.
There were medals for three pupils in the 25 metres breaststroke, with 3 rd place for Jude
Flood (P5C), 3rd place for Sky O’Loan (P6C) and 2nd place for Lucy McDonnell (P.7A)
Our Relay teams from P5, P6 and P7 produced fantastic performances to achieve 3 rd place
in their respective 25 metres freestyle finals. The P5 boys relay team gave a thrilling
performance and achieved 2nd place.
Congratulations to all our pupils who participated in the event. What a super team effort!

Bookalicious Bookmarks
My JEP product was called Bookalicious Bookmarks. It
was a paperclip with a button on the front and a button
on the back. There were footballs, butterflies, dogs,
snails, dresses, ladybirds, cupcakes, teddy bears, flowers,
emojis, elephants, stars and many, many more.
I came up with the idea when looking online for JEP
ideas. The product needed to be easy to make, materials
needed to be easy to get and affordable and the product
needed to be appealing to young children, big children
and adults. When I came across the idea I thought it was
a great idea and so I started to prepare my pitch.
Pitching my idea to my class was a nervous and exciting
experience. My class really liked the idea and a lot of
them voted for me and was really excited and happy
when Mr Jones told that I was going through to the
Dragons. The Dragons were Mr Matthews, Mrs O’Neill
and Miss O’Sullivan. We started preparing straight away.
We were separated into groups. There were 4 products.
Practically Perfect Pegs, Bantastic Bird Feeders and
Brilliant Pencil Pots. My team were very productive and
we worked very well as a team. We had to create a
Sample Market Research Survey and we gave it to P.6C.
When we asked if anyone would buy it, all of P.6C. said
that they would buy one. We were really excited and
happy to see that a lot of people wanted to buy one. My
group won and we started making them we made over
£500 profit.
By Eilish Logue and Nell Dunn-Clarke

This year in Primary 7 we took part in
the Junior Entrepreneur Programme.
We had to come up with an idea and
present it to the dragons! They made
the final decision as to which products
each class would make.
In Mrs Duffy’s P7B class, my idea was
chosen. We sold Brill Bag Tags.
Brill Bag Tags are like key rings made
out of beads. We sold them in our
school and made £789. We had to do
lots of work to make this much money.
We needed to work with money and
make the 700 bag tags that we sold. It
was all worth it though! We learnt lots
from this experience such as working in
groups and working with money and
sales. We enjoyed it a lot and had lots of
fun and made the buyers happy!
Thank-you to all the buyers of Brill Bag
Tags!
By Lysiane Gillan P7B

On Tuesday 17th April, the P.6 Formula 1 Club took part in the Sentinus F1 Finals in, North Business &
Recreation Centre, Ballymena . The teams were judged on their portfolio, pit display, their verbal
presentation and their racing car. The children really enjoyed their day out and also got to take part in a
robotics workshop throughout the day. Well done to the children! They worked hard on the racing car and
learned a lot from this experience.

What a great and fun packed day with Muddy Marathon!
The children had a super day and loved the medals and
‘sweet treat’ that they received from the fundraising
team.
Children had a great time and with the support of our
parents and grandparents, together we raised a
staggering
£6,500.00 WOW!!
This is AMAZING and will be used to help purchase
Special Needs, ICT and Emergent Technologies, such as
Robotics.
Thank you to parents/staff and children and to all of our
sponsors for making it an extremely successful day!
Thank you to our Fundraising Team for all their hard work.
A final word of thanks to the Sentata Safety Team who
gave up their time to Marshall the route and help the staff
keep everyone safe.

Congratulations to all our Year 4 children and their families on making the
Sacrament of 1st Holy Communion on Saturday 19th May. A beautiful day and a
wonderful occasion. Many thanks to everyone who helped make it such a special
day.

The Eco Team were invited to the company Sensata. They
make a special part for cars that tells tyre pressure. They are so
good at recycling. 100% of their waste is recycled. First they
showed us a power point then talked to us about their
company. We got to wear special clothes in case we
contaminated any of their robots. They showed us where their
scrap goes and we got to see their huge compactor. All their
compacted waste goes to China! After we got treats and a
treat bag. They took us on a tour around their factory.

The Big Pedal Challenge took place from
23rd April to 4th May. The challenge was to
encourage pupils to come to school on
their bikes or scooters. The Eco team
placed special prize tokens on each bike in
the playground every day. There was a
chance to win prizes every day. Well done
to all the pupils who participated in The
Big Pedal Challenge!

By Ethan Hassan P.3C & Rory McConnell P.4A

In April and May our Eco Team were working hard tidying up the garden after a long cold winter. The
children and teachers were digging new beds for plants and vegetables, planting, weeding and even
managed to build their own bug hotel. Well done to everyone who worked so hard getting the garden
ready for spring, it looks great and we look forward to those tasty vegetables for dinner!

On the 26th April St. Comgall’s choir entered into the Bangor Festival. We were very
excited but a bit nervous, we practised our songs a lot on the run up to the competition.
Before we went on we watched thinking when was it our time to go on. Then when Miss
McAllister told us that it was time to go on we were all so excited to perform our songs.
After we performed the judges had a talk with all the choirs about how they performed
and how they could have improved their performance. When we had all the results we
were so excited because we won, we were so happy because we weren’t expecting to
win. We got some money for our school and a certificate. We all had a brilliant day out
By Anna Brady P.7C and Ciara Connolly P.7B

Well done to Niamh Gusterson from P.7C,
who won a laptop after taking part in a
competition at the Bee Safe Programme
attended by all our P.7 children.

Ella Fitzpatrick from P.3B, Mr Henry’s class and Reuben
Turley from P.5C, Mrs Walsh’s class each won a prize
for their pictures in the Credit Union Competition. Well
done!

On Wednesday 16th May 2018, St. Comgall’s team went
to Allen Park to play in the final of the Primary
Schools’ Football League. What a great day for the
team and the school. They brought the cup home for
the second year running. The team got support from
both their classmates and their parents, who went to
see the match. A huge
The team played tremendously throughout the season.
We are so proud of their achievement!

Academic year Sept 2018/19 will be a TRANSITIONAL year for the new uniform. Whilst most families
will move directly, it is understandable that others will take their time to transition. To facilitate this and
avoid unnecessary financial burden we are suggesting that children moving into year 7 (final year in
Primary) are welcome to wear out their current grey school uniform, rather than purchase a complete
new uniform for one year only in Primary. Year 7 are also welcome to purchase and wear the new uniform
if they so wish. In addition, those families with more than one sibling in school may also wish to take their
time to transition to the new uniform, for example: wearing out the grey for one more year or moving one
/ two children this year to the new uniform and the remainder of children the following year. It is hoped
that parents will appreciate the transitional period, if they wish to use it.

Winter Uniform

Winter Uniform

Royal Blue Crested Jumper

Royal Blue Crested Cardigan or Jumper

Blue Shirt

Blue Shirt

Blue & White School Tie

Blue & White School Tie

Navy Trousers

Navy Pinafore or Skirt

Navy Socks

Navy Socks or Navy Tights

Black footwear

Black footwear

Summer Uniform

Summer Uniform

(September & May-June)

(September & May-June)

Blue Polo Shirt (Crested/Not)

Blue & White Checked Summer Dress

Royal Blue Crested Jumper

Royal Blue Crested Cardigan or Jumper

Navy Shorts / Trousers

Navy Socks

Navy Socks
Black Footwear

Black Footwear

Our New School Uniform supplier – THOUSAND STITCHES is located in Antrim Arcade,
which hopefully will help parents as they now don’t need to travel to Ballymena to purchase uniforms. He
is also providing the uniform at a more competitive price than our previous supplier – and the quality is
better. Our school tie is being made and the supplier will take pre-orders for these and let parents know
when the new tie is ready for collection, this could be mid-August. If you have any uniform related queries,
I know Martin (Thousand Stitches) will be pleased to answer them.

On the 7th June P6 went to St. Louis as part of a
STEM day. Our group did Physics and Home
Economics (H.E.)
In HE we made smoothies using strawberries, a
banana and 250ml of apple juice.
Connor and I were not partners but we had a lot
of fun.
Connor’s job was to cut strawberries and so was
mine! We used a blender to make the smoothies
and we got to taste our creation! It was great!
By Kaila McGarry and Connor Murphy

St.Louis Physics

On Thursday 7th June we went to St. Louis in Ballymena. We got
the bus from school. When we arrived we were greeted by some
teachers and students. We were separated into groups. Evie and I
were in Group D. Two of the students brought us to the Maths
department. We were greeted by two teachers. They set us a task
to make a box that could hold two tennis balls inside it.
We got to pick our own shape, we picked a cylinder. We also got
to choose and design our own logo and company name. We
choose “Terrific Tennis Balls”. To build our box we used card
and drew a net. Then we cut it out and stuck it together. We
checked if the tennis balls fitted inside and they did! We then
decorated our tennis ball container.
When everyone was finished one of the teachers came round the
room and judged our tennis ball containers. She said ours was
the best and gave us a packet of Harribos! Then we went to have
our break.
By Molly and Evie P6B

On the 7th of June the P6 year group went to St.Louis Grammar
School in Ballymena. We did Physics and that is what we are
going to talk about today.
We took part in a rocket experiment using vitamin tablets and
we had a tub of warm water.
Then we poured the hot water into the vitamin bottle, then we
put the vitamin tablet in and then tried to get the cap on as
quickly as possible. The vitamin tablet released carbon dioxide
and when enough built up it caused the lid to explode and shoot
off.
We aimed our lids at boxes in the middle of the classroom and if
you got the lid into the middle box you scored 100 points. All the
other boxes scored you 50 points.
Oliver and his partner got 50 points and me and my partner got
250 points and we won over all and we got a bag of sweets.
We had a really good day at St. Louis we would love to go there
as our secondary school.
By Aoibheann Borelan and Oliver Storrie P6B

What an amazing night, so much fun had my all! Thanks to our
Fundraising Group for all their hard work and all who made this
night possible. Many thanks to O2 Castle Mall for a 2 nd year in a
row. O2 has sponsored our pupil prize of an Azoomee Tablet
bundle. This was won on the night my D’arcy Keenan from P.2!
Well done. We thank O2 for their support, not only for our fun
night, but during the year when they supply online advice for our
pupils from their resident Guru!
A final word of thanks to you – the parents and children who raised
an AMAZING £3,000.

Please remember to clearly
label all items of your child’s
school uniform, especially
jumpers, cardigans and coats.

Would all parents who completed a
form requesting letters and information
to be sent to them by email, please
remember to check your emails
regularly so you will not miss any
important news, letters, dates and
general information.

Absence Letters
If your child is absent from school, please
inform the teacher in writing of the
reason for the absence.

Children coming to School
Early:
Children should not be on the school grounds
before 8.45am unless they are attending
breakfast club. There is no supervision for
children before this time.

BREAKFAST CLUB: from 8.10am 8.45am Cost £1.50 Main School Hall.

Tuck and dinner money

Please ensure your child has the
money to pay for tuck and dinners
if they use it. It becomes very
difficult to manage for our
teaching and canteen staff if
money becomes “owed.” Again,
thank you in anticipation for your
help with this.

School Dinner Price Change
School dinners costs £2.60

Any Passport Forms requiring signature
from a member of staff costs a nominal fee
of £5.00, which will go towards school
funds.

Parents are reminded:
Pick up collection point of your
child at home time:
Parents collecting P1 + P2 please
collect your child from designated
door pick-up point – access
through back gate or pedestrian
gate at top of playground.
P3 + P4 children will meet their
parents in the junior playground.
Senior children P5 – P7 will meet
parents in senior playground.
This is to cut down on traffic
through the main school building
and promote safety within the
school.

School Uniform Supplier
Thousand Stitches Ltd
Antrim Arcade
18 High Street
Antrim BT41 2AN
Telephone: 07580 136883
E-mail: info@thousandstiches.com
Web: www.thousandstiches.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/thousandstiches/

Tragically, over the past few years a number of young people have been killed or seriously
injured after entering disused or working quarries and got into difficulty in deep cold lagoons
or on the steep rugged quarry faces. With warm weather and the summer holidays
approaching, there is concern that children, teenagers and young adults could be tempted to
enter their local quarry.
All too often after the death or serious injury to a young person in a quarry, their friends or
parents say that they were not aware of the risks they were exposing themselves, they
thought they were engaged in a harmless bit of fun. If the friends who were with them had
understood the risks, they might have stopped them. This is why we believe that helping to
raise awareness of these hazards will help to save young people’s lives.

This is an important message to young people - “STAY SAFE… STAY OUT” quarries (working or disused) are not fun places and that by trespassing you
place both your own and your friends lives at risk. Fencing and warning signs
are there to protect you, please do not ignore them.

Stay Safe… Stay Out of Quarries’
QUARRIES CAN PRESENT A REAL THREAT AND IN ORDER
TO STAY SAFE YOU SHOULD STAY OUT!
THE DANGERS:
- Steep vertical drops
- Freezing water
- Falling rocks
- Heavy machinery
- Silt ponds that act like quicksand

, PLEASE REMEMBER WHEN CROSSING THE
ROAD ON FOOT, ON A BICYCLE OR A SCOOTER…….
Find the safest place to cross then stop.
Stand on the pavement near the kerb or the edge if there is no kerb.
Give yourself lots of time to have a good look all around.
Make sure you can see if anything is coming and drivers can see you.
Listen carefully because you can sometimes hear traffic before you can see it.
Never cross the road whilst chatting to people, listening to your iPod or talking on your mobile
phone.
BE AWARE EVEN WHEN YOU ARE IN SCHOOL GROUNDS OR CAR PARKS

