
Return to School -  AUG 26 

 



WELCOME! We hope you have had a nice summer break! 

 

This SWAY has a few helpful reminders for children returning to school.  Please read it 

carefully and keep for your reference.  We can't wait to see the children on Friday!  

 

Welcome back to School 

 

FRIDAY 28th AUGUST  

P2 - P7 children return to school (HALF DAY - INDUCTION). 

 

ARRIVAL - FRIDAY 28th (Weather permitting) 

On Friday children will be met in the playground by their class teacher.   



It is anticipated that there will be a lot of adult footfall on our campus and we are asking parents 

not to park in drop off zones, so best to perhaps to park away from the school.  

 

 

Children in P2 - P7 will arrive between 8.45am and 9.05am. 

When the children are lined up with their teacher I would ask the parent/career to leave our 

site as quickly as possible to allow all children easy access to their teacher.  

 

 

Dismissal on these days will be in FAMILY GROUPS at the following times: 

 

P4 - P7 (and younger siblings) dismissed at 12.00pm. 

P3 -P2 (and younger siblings) dismissed at 12.10pm 

 

** THERE IS NO SCHOOL BUS SERVICE ON THIS DAY** 

**THERE IS NO SCHOOL MEALS SERVICE ON THIS DAY** 

 

FULL BUS SERVICE AND MEALS BEGIN on TUESDAY 1st SEPTEMBER  

School CLOSED - Monday 31 Aug 2026 

 

Reminder - as previously notified, that school is closed on Monday 31 Aug for the Bank Holiday 

Monday. School resumes full Term 1 timetable from TUESDAY 1st September.  



Morning drop off - From TUESDAY 1st September onwards. 

 

Normal morning drop off procedures remain as before the summer.  

• Children should NOT be on site before 8.45. 

 

• Drop off using the drop off zones is best  DO NOT PARK IN THE DROP OFF ZONES! 

 

• P1 parents, refer to the welcome booklet information for your first day and time. After 

that you will drop off at the right hand side of the school to the P1 teacher. 

 

• If you are walking your child to the gate YOU MUST USE  a parking bay. 

 

If you require a refresh of our drop off procedures you can watch the Youtube Instruction 

video below (it is a little dated as it was made during the pandemic, but the procedures work 

really well so the general information is still the same.) 

 

https://youtu.be/WevIeZKhuxk 

https://youtu.be/WevIeZKhuxk


Ballymena Road Entrance - CAUTION - SLOW 

 

Reminder: speed ramps are on either side of the children's zebra crossing at Ballymena Road 

entrance. 

 

We ask everyone to drive slowly and take proper care of everyone when on our school site. 

 

Please be careful of our children who are using the Zebra Crossing. 



 

SAFE PARKING 

 

Our safety bollards in the back car park will ensure our children have CLEAR AND SAFE 

pathways to school from the car park and drop off zone. 

 

 

Parking IS NOT allowed on footpaths / grass areas or the small carpark beside the black school 

gate. 



Breakfast Club 

 

Breakfast Club will operate from Tuesday 1st September . 

 

Each morning - from 8.10 until 8.45 

 

£2 pays for  

breakfast and supervision 

Cereal 

Fruit juice and toast 

 

No need to book - just pay as you go. 



School Meals System 

 

School meals will operate as normal for all children from Tuesday 1st SEPTEMBER 

Menu 

 

Parents should refer to the monthly SWAY & school website for the current meals menu as the 

year progresses.  Parents are welcome to send their children to school meals any day.   

 

P1 & P2 children pay the teacher and P3 - P7 pay their meal money directly to the canteen each 

day they are attending. 

 

Children entitled to free school meals will be given a school pass for their meals.  

 

It is our intention to have an online system in place as soon as practically possible - MAKE SURE 

YOU HAVE DOWNLOADED THE MCAS APP and Logged in.  We will keep you updated on this 

development. 

 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS & UNIFORM GRANT 

If you are eligible to free school meals you should make application immediately (if you have 

not already done so) via the EA website.  



 

CLICK HERE TO ACCESS FREE SCHOOL MEALS AND UNIFORM GRANTS 

 

Children not attending canteen for a hot meal should bring a packed lunch / drink.  

 

 

BREAKTIME 

All children should bring a healthy snack for break each day - we are an Allergy Aware school 

and ask you to provide nut free snacks and lunches. Please ensure nothing containing nuts (or 

chocolate spread of any kind) is sent in lunch boxes or for a break snack. 

Buses  

 

School buses will operate as normal for children FROM Tuesday 1st SEPTEMBER. (95p per 

journey) 

Reminder:  

Morning buses: Hospital Bus (Bush Manor) leaves at 8.40am. 

Springfarm Bus leaves at 8.25 and follows usual route. 

 

Afternoon: 

2pm Springfarm and Dublin Road bus routes will operate  

3pm bus will operate every day (Spring farm / Dublin Road / Bush Manor). 

https://www.eani.org.uk/financial-help/free-school-meals-uniform-grants


 

FRIDAY BUSES 

3 buses will leave school on Friday at approximately 2.20pm  

(Delayed Friday departure due to whole school closure before 2pm every Friday). 

 

 

** FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL BUS SERVICE:  TUESDAY 1st September** 

Collecting children at the end of the day - FROM TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 

1st  

Parents are asked to use the vehicle waiting zone in Oriel Road Car Park or the parking bays in 

the back car park for collecting your child(ren).  

 

Only enter the school grounds at the designated time. 

 

Return to your vehicle as quickly as possible to keep traffic flowing. 

 

PLEASE DO NOT USE THE DISABLED SPACES UNLESS YOU ARE A BLUE BADGE HOLDER and you 

MUST EXIT your car.   

 

Please note these spaces are NOT parking bays for blue badge holders who remain in their car.  

 



If children can make their way to your car at dismissal, you should use a normal parking bay.  

Disabled spaces are for any blue badge holder who is REQUIRED TO EXIT their vehicle.  

All COLLECTIONS - 1.45pm: 

Year 2 - In playground at the front of the school building adjacent to Ballymena Road 

 

COLLECTION P3 - 2pm and 3pm 

Year 3 - 2pm in September (Then 3pm on a Monday / Tuesday from October) collected from 

playground near Oriel Road Carpark area.  

 

COLLECTION 3pm 

Year 4 - 3pm In playground at the front of the school building adjacent to Ballymena Road 

Year 5 - 3pm collected from playground near Oriel Road Carpark area.  

Year 6 and Year 7 - 3pm from a designated pick up point in the Senior Playground.  

No Homework - Week 1 

 

Children (and families) will need a little bit of time to settle back in to normal school routine. 



 

Homework will begin on week 2 (Week beginning 7th September 2026).   

 

Please follow the direction from the class teacher about login into your new GOOGLE 

CLASSROOM 

Return - ABSENCES and HEALTH 

Children should not attend school if they appear unwell.  

 

Children will be unwell at times.  If they are you should keep them at home and inform the 

school by RINGING THE SCHOOL OFFICE.  

 

UNKNOWN ABSENCE 

An absence that is not notified to school will be followed up by a text requesting a 

parent/guardinan to ring the school IMMEDIATELY.  This is a strong part of our safeguarding 

procedures and we ask that all parents comply with the request. 



Can't wait to see the children 

 

We are really looking forward seeing the children on Friday morning 28 August. 

 

Full school uniform. 

 

Make sure the children get to bed early!  
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